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Dear INS Examiner:

This letter is to convey my strong support for Dr. John Doe application for a National Interest Waiver. If granted, it will allow him to continue his fundamental research work on tuberculosis (TB) bacterium. I am Professor of Bio- and Physical Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry at the XYZ, the author of numerous research publications in the leading scientific journals in my field and am an expert in XYZ. I serve on the editorial board of the Journal of Magnetic Resonance, various NIH review panels and … Most importantly, John was a doctoral student in my laboratory.
John joined my research laboratory in 199X to pursue a doctoral degree in XYZ under my supervision. Compared to most students, he came with a very strong background in chemistry, physics, and biochemistry that he had acquired in Russia during his undergraduate studies. Not surprisingly, he chose multidisciplinary research for the focus of his graduate studies. He studied Bio- and Physical Chemistry in depth here in the U.S., and in addition acquired expertise in nanotechnology and computational chemistry—courses which have been offered only within the last five years in most U.S. universities. This clearly sets Dr. Doe apart from most Ph.D. graduates who do not have such multidisciplinary training and education.

The major focus of Dr. Doe’s research projects has been the study of … of biomolecules. This is a sophisticated area of scientific inquiry that has gained fundamental knowledge about complicated and little studied elastins, humic acids, vitamin cofactors, and peptides. Dr. Doe’s role in these studies has not only significantly contributed to the determination of protein structure by XYZ but has also been essential for improving our understanding of fundamental NMR properties in biomolecules. This is an essential and rapidly developing area of biomolecular research over the past decade. The results of his investigations described (to date) in 4 high quality journal publications, can be applied to a variety of structural and functional biological studies. This research and Dr. Doe’s ongoing role in it—will unquestionably have a positive impact on healthcare in the United States. 

The nationwide impact of this research is evident from the fact that it has been supported by a generous grant from the National Institute of Health and the results of our studies have been presented at numerous international conferences and published in premier scientific journals. Two more manuscripts that will complete this excellent series of publications are now in preparation. Our research projects were also considerably supported by XYZ. Once again, Dr. Doe’s work in my laboratory has proved critical to improving U.S. health care.

It is also important to recognize Dr. Doe’s world class expertise in the area of XYZ, because this further sets him apart from many of his professional peers. He has not only brainstormed difficult conceptual problems in biochemical research but has also developed state-of-the-art knowledge regarding complicated XYZ instrumentation. He designed and built XYZ for biomolecular research five years ago. Importantly, no such commercial probe was available at the time and Dr. Doe’s innovation proved crucial in helping us to pioneer a vast number of biomolecular XYZ studies.  Hardware development skills are very critical in the field of XYZ, and Dr. Doe has few peers in this area. His cutting edge XYZ expertise was one of the qualifications that led to his appointment at XYZ.  

In his current position at the XYZ, Dr. Doe continues to do groundbreaking work. He was offered a post doctorate research associate position there by Professor XYZ to work on the structure determination of the membrane proteins of Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Mycobacterium tuberculosis is a deadly pathogen responsible for about 3 million human deaths annually worldwide. Half of those who die with AIDS die from TB. Increasingly, the drug resistance of certain tuberculosis strains leaves substantially more people susceptible to this disease, including the U.S. population, where cases of multi-drug resistance have been detected nationwide. TB is now considered a global health threat that endangers not only those who live in Third World countries but also those who live in wealthy European and North American countries.

Dr. Doe does critical work in battling this new tuberculosis epidemic. His research is fundamental to the task of protein structural characterization that will eventually result in a new generation of anti-tuberculosis drugs and treatment procedures. While this multimillion dollar project involves nine premier research institutions across the U.S., Dr. Doe’s work is exceedingly important because he focuses on the membrane proteins.  Membrane proteins are the least studied proteins, and yet are the most common drug targets for anti-pathogen agents. Thus, membrane protein structural work is of vital importance to modern biomolecular drug design. The research group of which Dr. Doe is a vital part is one of the leading teams in the structural research of membrane proteins. The XYZ facility is heavily supported by National Science Foundation, reflecting the national importance of the research conducted at XYZ. Additionally, this TB project is generously sponsored by National Institute of Health. Dr. Doe is an irreplaceable member of this project because of his expertise in the fields of XYZ and in bio- and computational chemistry. He also plays an important role in the development of the hardware that is so essential to spectroscopic applications and is the key to the overall success of the project. It is clear that Dr. Doe’s work is enormously critical for improving U.S. medical research and health care.

Dr. Doe’s ongoing work on TB membrane proteins also has an enormous positive impact on the American economy, because incidents of tuberculosis, especially in its drug resistant forms, are very expensive to treat. The new drug treatments that will result from Dr. Doe’s research will not only provide a more effective way to counter TB, but will make such medical treatments more affordable to the U.S. public. His innovations in XYZ likewise have great economic benefits for the United States. As a result of Dr. Doe’s design and construction of new XYZ, the U.S. scientific community enjoys an edge in the commercial development of the highly sophisticated hardware that is required for ongoing progress in the medical research field.

Dr. Doe must be allowed to continue his outstanding research work here in the United States to aid drug development against resistant forms of TB. The tuberculosis outbreaks across the U.S. in the recent decade among national minorities, homeless, and poor people show the vulnerability of our society to this deadly unchallenged pathogen. Moreover, the global threat of possible TB/HIV outbreaks is higher than ever before and continues to grow in the 21st century. Millions of human lives are at risk around the world including those in the U.S. Under these conditions, when any delays may jeopardize the lives of U.S. citizens, the labor certification process should be waived, and Dr. Doe should be granted a National Interest Waiver. I strongly urge that he be granted this waiver as soon as possible.







Sincerely,

John Smith, date
Professor of XYZ
Sample Recommendation Letter Dr. Eduard Chekmenev

